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handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Madam Speaker, died and screamed 
as they did so, but because it was amniotic 
fluid passing over the vocal cords instead of 
air, no one could hear them. 

And all of them had at least four things in 
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone, 
and each one of them died a nameless and 
lonely death. And each one of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it or not, will never be 
quite the same. And all the gifts that these 
children might have brought to humanity are 
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such 
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind, 
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself 
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those 
yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution; it says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we 
are. And yet today another day has passed, 
and we in this body have failed again to honor 
that foundational commitment. We have failed 
our sworn oath and our God-given responsi-
bility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more 
innocent American babies who died today 
without the protection we should have given 
them. 

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in the 
hope that perhaps someone new who heard 
this Sunset Memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 12,918 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that the America 
that rejected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still 
courageous and compassionate enough to 
find a better way for mothers and their unborn 
babies than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each 
remind ourselves that our own days in this 
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all 
too soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 

brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is June 5, 2008, 12,918 days since Roe 
versus Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children, 
this in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 
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FAITH IN GOD IS THE 
FOUNDATION OF OUR COUNTRY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, a 
deep abiding faith in God, I believe, 
undergirds and protects this Nation 
from its very start until today. As you 
and I tour this Capitol, as you and I 
work in this Capitol, and as you and I 
go about the business of the people in 
this Capitol, there are signs of that 
deep faith throughout the Capitol. 
Some are overt, such as the inscription 
above you that says ‘‘In God We 
Trust,’’ and there are others that 
aren’t quite as overt that are particu-
larly subtle, and it is one of these sub-
tle remembrances and reminders that I 
want to talk about today. 

As you move between the Statuary 
Hall and the Rotunda, there is a statue 
of a gentleman named John Muhlen-
berg. John Muhlenberg’s story is what 
I want to talk about today. 

John was a clergyman, a soldier, and 
a politician. John was a Virginian, and 
he was a member of the Assembly of 
Virginia; and he was a witness to the 
British taking over the armory in Wil-
liamsburg and taking the gun powder 
and the weapons out of that armory. 
He was incensed that his country, his 
communities would be attacked by 
these British soldiers. 

So he rode his horse back to his con-
gregation in Western Virginia, and on a 
Sunday morning began a sermon, and 
he spoke from that familiar passage 
Ecclesiastes 3 in which he said, There 
is a time for everything and a season 
for every activity under heaven; a time 
to be born and a time to die; a time to 
plant and a time to uproot; a time to 
kill and a time to heal; a time to tear 
down and a time to build; a time to 
weep and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn and a time to dance; a time to 
scatter stones and a time to gather 
them; a time to embrace and a time to 
refrain; a time to search and a time to 
give up; a time to keep and a time to 
throw away; a time to tear and a time 
to mend; a time to be silent and a time 
to speak; a time to love and a time to 
hate; and a time for war and a time for 
peace. 

He then looked at his congregation, 
Madam Speaker, and said, This is a 
time for war. Standing in a pulpit with 
his clerical robes on, he then removed 
his robe to display his colonel’s uni-
form and sword. Pastor Muhlenberg 
then went on to raise the militia of 
some 300 strong Virginians and fought 
valiantly in the Revolutionary War on 
behalf of his country. 

In addition to John Muhlenberg, he 
had a brother named Fredrick Muhlen-
berg who was also a preacher in New 
York City. His brother, once under-
standing what John was doing, wrote 
to him telling him the error of his 
ways, that this was not his fight, he 
should not be participating in it, and 
to stand down and to leave this matter 
of a revolution alone. 

Fredrick held that position until the 
Brits burned his church in New York 
City, and then Fredrick took up arms 
against the Brits as well. In addition to 
those feats, Fredrick became the first 
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. 

So as you walk between the Statuary 
Hall and the Rotunda, you will see a 
statute of John Muhlenberg. He’s got 
clerical robes, and on he’s also got a 
sword; and as you see this statue, be in 
remembrance of the fact that this was 
a clergyman who had taken up arms to 
create and defend this country. 

Madam Speaker, I believe that this 
country should remain with a deep 
abiding faith in God, and that we 
should absolutely adhere to the in-
scription ascribed above your head and 
that in fact in God we do trust. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agrees to the report of 
the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the House to the res-
olution (S. Con. Res. 70) entitled ‘‘Con-
current resolution setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2009 
and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2008 and 
2010 through 2013.’’ 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E. 
LUNGREN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia addressed the House. His re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
BACHMANN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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